VFI NEWS
Veterans and Friends, Inc. 8066 Bainbridge Rd., Chagrin Falls, OH 44023
Sumer/Fall 2015 Edition
Hi everyone, it’s been a while! That’s how it is when you are busy raisings funds and then helping others with what has
been donated. We love it! So I will try to catch you all up on our activities!

Parades
We started the parade season off pretty early with the
Cleveland St. Patrick’s Day Parade. We had a great time
and appreciated all of our friends that came to partake of
the fun with us.

Mom’s Deuce

↓

Next was the Blossom Time Parade in Chagrin Falls
followed by a cookout at the Eagles Club. We won
second place in our category! Yay! The following day we
participated in the Chagrin Falls Memorial Day Parade
and had lunch again at the Eagles Club.
We also won second place in our category at the
Bedford/Bedford Hts. 4th of July Parade! We also used the
power of “Mom’s Deuce” to pull a flat bed tractor trailer out of the mud! Go Mom’s Deuce!
Food Drives
April 4th.- Aurora Walmart - Our first of the season.
April 18th-Middlefield Walmart – Our favorite store for sure!
May 9-Brooklyn Walmart - A few of the ladies from the Julie Adams
House helped us out. This is the women’s sober living facility that we help
with supplies. It is always a pleasure to have them working with us. It is
quite commendable that they volunteer their time to help us in fund raising.
They certainly give back to help others!
June 27- Middlefield Walmart- Unfortunately we had to cancel this one
due to rain.
July 18th- Aurora Walmart-A friend and volunteer, Joe, bought us a
canopy. The sun was so hot that day we were VERY grateful. We then
purchased another canopy to use at the other door as we set up two
tables, one at each door. David and Deb joined us for this one and
David brought his 5 ton. For you non military folks, a 5ton is a BIG
army truck! Thanks David!
August 2-Macedonia Walmart-Girls from Julie Adams House were with
us again. We received a $50 bill in our donation jar. It would appear the
girls bring us some good luck! Alright Girls!
August 16- Middlefield Walmart-Kit’s Mother in law, Margaret, came
to help us. Thanks Mom!
.
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September 12- Middlefield Walmart- This was our last before the veterans reunion campout in Kokomo, IN. The day
started out cloudy with no rain. By noon it was pouring and at 1:00 I (Kit) decided that was quite enough and we packed
up! A big thank you to our volunteers who stood out in the rain with us: Claudia, Carolyn, David, Debbie, Missy, Kaylee,
Dean and all the little people that came along.
October 17-Brooklyn Walmart, Brookpark Road, Cleveland. First there was rain then there was snow! Thankfully by the
time we got to Walmart all of the precipitation had stopped. Girls from the Julie Adams House helped us again along with
a couple of our regular volunteers, Joe and Claudia. It was a little chilly but we hung in there and even had a bit of
sunshine for a little while! There are a lot of kind and generous people in this area. Thank you to all!
October 31, Halloween-Aurora Walmart – (This will be the last for the season.)
Kokomo Veterans Reunion
Sill’s Motor Sales in Cleveland,
OH helped us in purchasing our
new generators. Pam Dengler, the
proprietress, went out of her way to
arrange a really good deal for us.
Eric Crouse and Norman (Bill) Rood III held two
raffles at the Chagrin Falls Eagles Club to assist us
in purchasing them. We still owe a bit on our credit
card and could use help to pay it off! It was great
to have veterans from different states staying with
us. We supplied meals for them and a few other
veterans as well. We truly missed our veteran
friend JC from Pittsburgh who couldn't make it this
year. It was an honor to take care of those that did
make it to "Bill's Bunker" this year.
While we were gone we received a call that a
single DAD (yes, Dad) was in need of food and supplies for himself and the several children he was left to care for. Bill's
son, Dean, stepped up to the plate for us and delivered a care package to the gentleman. We will be following up on this to
see if there is more that we can do to help out. Big THANK YOU to Dean! Like father, like son, the saying goes!
Services Provided
 Dean continues to do the donut pickup and deliveries daily from Raised & Glazed Donuts.



We pressure washed the Chagrin Falls Eagles Club patio and the Julie Adams house patio and sidewalk.
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We repaired dryers at the Julie Adams house.


A Vietnam Veteran was very appreciative that we paid for his doctor
visit and prescriptions at a Minute Clinic when he could not make it
to the VA downtown



We purchased Army logo corn hole bags for the Chagrin Falls
National Guard Amory for their family picnic. We loaned them our
large canopy. Items for door prizes were donated by Tina’s World,
Cowboy Food and Drink, Chagrin Auto Spa, and Golf
Dome/Miniature Golf.

.



Cash donations went to help a disabled Veteran that was in the hospital, a Purple Heart Iraqi veteran, a single
Mom for rent, local flood victims and lunches were anonymously purchased for two veterans.



Kit and her husband Wayne delivered new underclothes, socks, and used clothing to two men’s sober living
facilities in Cleveland as well as a women’s facility.



We gave new flags to a Marine and an Army veteran. We also provided flag retirement services. Just a reminder
that we provide this service and worn flags can be dropped off to us at any of our food drives.



We were able to help a woman who is raising her grandchildren and two foster children and a single Dad with
household supplies and nonperishable food items.



Bill delivered a TV with DVD/VCR built in to a family that needed it.

All these things individually may seem small but mean a lot to those on the receiving end. None of these things would
happen if it weren’t for the donations and support we receive from all of you. Thank you for your trust in our organization
and the work we do.
We are now preparing for the holidays. We will be helping families with holiday meals and gifts for their children. We are
confident your generosity will continue and we will be able to brighten up the holidays for many. Please contribute with
big hearts and know that you will make a difference in someone’s life! If by chance you happen to get a ham, turkey or
holiday snack tray from work that you are not going to use please let us know! We give these to families in need.
Donations can be mailed to:
Veterans and Friends, Inc., 8066 Bainbridge Road, Chagrin Falls, OH 44023.
You can also donate via our PayPal account using a credit card. Look for the PayPal link on our web page at:
http://billsbunker.com/VFI/index.php/Donations_Needed
We want to say “Thank you VERY MUCH” to Brian Pallotta and Gutter Perfection for the donation of the
utility trailer. It is being used to haul our supplies to and from food drives and keep it all dry along with the items that are
donated.
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In closing folks, I would like you to keep in mind, if you have any of the following that is not being used please consider
donating to our organization in order to help others.
 Winter storage for our army truck, “Mom’s Deuce”.
Veterans and Friends Inc.
 We have 2 families that are in need of refrigerators in good
8066 Bainbridge Road
working order.
Chagrin Falls, OH 44023
 Washers and dryers, working or not.
vfi@billsbunker.com
 Single bed linens.
 Plastic totes.
http://www.billsbunker.com/VFI
 Sump pumps.
Visit us on Facebook too!
 Lawn mowers, snow blowers and snow shovels, working
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Veterans-and-Friendsor not.
Inc/112123092159369
 Automobiles, trucks, motorcycles, trailers, campers; we
have had a couple automobiles donated and were able to
pass these on to people who would otherwise have to take a bus or walk to work, the store, etc.
 Old batteries.

Please patronize our supporters!

Gutter Perfection
(330) 998-4730
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